CHAPTER XVII.
A STRANGE BETROTHAL,
DAMBREUSE, when Deslauriers pre-
sented himself at his house, was
thinking of reviving his great coal-
mining speculation. But this fusion
f of all the companies into one was
looked upon unfavourably; there was
an outcry against monopolies, as if immense capital
were not needed for carrying out enterprises of this
kind!
Deslauriers, who had read for the purpose the
work of Gobet and the articles of M, Chappe in the
Journal dez Mines, understood the question perfectly.
He demonstrated that the law of 1810 established for
the benefit of the grantee a privilege which could
not be transferred. Besides, a democratic colour
might be given to the undertaking. To interfere
with the formation of coal-mining companies was
against the principle even of association.
M. Dambreuse intrusted to him some notes for
the purpose of drawing up a memorandum. As for
the way in which he meant to pay for the work, he
was all the more profuse in his promises from the
fact that they were not very definite,
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